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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold in black unless the source is an overseas media then source will be in bold red and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined. Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got? 
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Australia. TO - Sydney, NSW, Australia – Government to amend houseboat strategy

Minister for Urban Development and Planning Paul Holloway said today the State Government is to amend its Houseboat, Mooring and Marina Strategy for the River Murray in South Australia after extensive community consultation. Mr Holloway says that while the Department of Planning and Local Government is to finalise the strategy for marinas, the Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation is to undertake further work to redevelop the houseboat strategy. Houseboat operators have advised that requiring vessels to be tied up in designated spots overnight would potentially damage the intrinsic tourism attraction of renting a houseboat for a river holiday, he says. They have also outlined concerns regarding other aspects of the policy for houseboats. Subsequently, the State Government has decided to finalise the marina component of the strategy to concentrate our focus on encouraging investment in permanent off-river marina developments. The houseboat strategy will be reworked to incorporate the extensive community feedback. 
The draft houseboat marina strategy was circulated late last year for extensive community and industry consultation. Community information sessions were held in Berri, Waikerie and Murray Bridge in January. 
The intent of the draft Houseboat, Mooring and Marina Strategy for the River Murray in South Australia was to set out policy directions to:
* improve the ecological health of the River Murray by reducing some of the environmental impacts of houseboats, large vessels, various mooring practices and marinas and
* facilitate a more sustainable houseboat tourism industry thereby supporting and enhancing this industry and its associated local economic opportunities.
The State Government aims to achieve these objectives by improving the quality of the houseboat fleet, facilitating improved infrastructure and facilities for the industry and users, and protecting and enhancing the landscape values of the river. 
Feedback from this three-month consultation process is now being used to shape the final marina strategy, which will be used by State and local governments to guide planning decisions along the River Murray. Further work and community consultation will occur on the houseboat strategy. Mr Holloway says the marina strategy will be finalised through a Development Plan Amendment process that will include further opportunities for consultation with local councils along the South Australian section of the River Murray. 
This process will allow the Government to work closely with local councils to identify potential areas suited for marinas and develop planning policies against which future development applications can be assessed and approved, he says.

http://www.edie.net/news/news_story.asp?id=16211&channel=0&title=Water+for+drought-ravaged+Australia+wetlandsFirefoxHTML\Shell\Open\Command
Environmental Data Interactive – UK - Water for drought-ravaged Australia wetlands
Drought-stricken Australian wetlands are to be given a "much needed drink" with a billion litre watering programme, the country's government has announced. The first water release began last Tuesday (March 25) and will deliver more than a billion litres to four wetland sites in the Murray-Darling Basin, South Australia in coming weeks. Senator Penny Wong, minister for climate change and water, said: "These are the first in a number of environmental watering actions planned by the Commonwealth to give priority drought-affected wetlands a much-needed drink." The delivery is the first under the government's Water for the Future buyback plan. 
The programme provides AUS$3.1 billion ((£1.5 billion) over ten years to buy up water entitlements from farmers and property owners to use to protect or restore the basin's environmental assets. Sites are chosen by the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, following proposals from basin states and advice from the Environmental Water Scientific Advisory Committee - a panel of scientific experts. The first four sites are: 
  Chowilla Floodplain, which contains large areas of River Red Gum, Black Box woodland and diverse wetland habitats. It will receive 286 million litres to go with 350 million litres provided by the South Australian Government. 

  Paiwalla Wetland, which contains rare and nationally listed species and is visited by significant populations of migratory water birds. It gets 475 million litres. 

  Carpark Lagoons, a diverse floodplain and wetland habitat for a range of aquatic and terrestrial animals will get 200 million litres targeted at protecting River Red Gums. 

  Rocky Gully, a refuge site for rare and nationally listed species receives 80 million litres. 

More water releases will follow at other sites around the Murray-Darling Basin in coming months, the government says.
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"The Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder is working with basin states to identify priority sites for environmental watering, with more sites to be watered in other parts of the basin soon," Senator Wong said. The Murray-Darling Basin is one of Australia's largest drainage divisions. It covers one seventh of the continent and includes Australia's three largest rivers - the Murray River, the Darling River and the Murrumbidgee River. The basin is viewed as highly important for biodiversity containing some 30,000 wetlands. It is also important for rural communities and the Australian economy. Some three million people are dependent on its water and about 85% of irrigation in Australia happens there supporting an agricultural industry worth more than $9 billion per annum. 

But the area is threatened by over-allocated water resources, salinity and climate change. Senator Wong and South Australian minister for the River Murray, Karlene Maywald hailed these water deliveries as a "new chapter" in the restoration of the Murray-Darling Basin. "These releases of environmental water are the first dividends from the Australian Government's $3.1 billion water buyback programme under its Water for the Future plan," Senator Wong said.

Red alert from Hume to Torrumbarry

The Murray Regional Algal Coordinating Committee (RACC) today issued a red alert level warning for blue-green algae from Hume Dam to Torrumbarry Weir. Murray RACC Chairman, Richard Scott said that a red alert level bloom was detected in Lake Mulwala at Yarrawonga on 13 March and a further bloom in the Hume Dam on 16 March 2009. “These blooms have now spread into the river downstream of these reservoirs covering approximately 400 kilometers,” Mr Schott said. Town water supply for all towns in this reach of the Murray is being treated and is safe for human consumption. This includes the border towns of Albury-Wodonga, Cobram-Barooga and Echuca-Moama , however residents who are supplied by channel systems are advised to contact their water supply authority. 

“This red alert level warning indicates that waters are unsuitable for recreational use or primary contact by domestic users and may also pose a threat to livestock. “Residents are advised to avoid contact with the raw water supply too,” Mr Scott said. 

The species of blue-green algae identified are potentially toxic and may cause gastroenteritis in humans if consumed and skin and eye irritations after contact. Boiling the water does not inactivate algal toxins. People are advised not to enter the water, not to drink untreated water or bathe in water drawn from the river while this red alert level warning is in place. Livestock owners are reminded to continue to check stock water supplies for blue-green algae and to remove stock from foreshores where surface scum is visible or blue-green algae are suspected. People should not eat mussels or crayfish from red level warning areas. Any fish caught should be cleaned and washed thoroughly in uncontaminated water and any internal organs disposed of before consumption. 

ABC Regional Online – Australia - EPA warns sand sellers of fines
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has told sand suppliers not to sell to River Murray shack owners who want to cover mud exposed by low water levels. The EPA says several shack owners have been issued warnings and one has been fined for dumping sand in front of their properties. The manager of water quality, Andrew Solomon, says sand suppliers have been told the practice is against the law and they need to question every customer about their intentions. "They do need to protect themselves from prosecution by asking those questions because the fines for corporate bodies are very high and certainly wouldn't warrant the profit they'd make from a small sand delivery," he said.

http://snardfarker.ning.com/profiles/blogs/be-warned-be-prepared-food 

Be Warned: Be Prepared ... Food Shortages May be Coming to YOU IN ...
Sounds impossible ... No way in America? A look at what is happening:
Gov. Schwarzenegger Takes Action to Address California’s Water Shortage Proclaims State of Emergency, Directs Government to Utilize Resources, Help People
To combat California’s third consecutive year of drought, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger today proclaimed a state of emergency and ordered immediate action to manage the crisis. In the proclamation, the Governor uses his authority to direct all state government agencies to utilize their resources, implement a state emergency plan and provide assistance for people, communities and businesses impacted by the drought
But it's not just California:
Catastrophic Fall in 2009 Global Food Production
1) The worst drought in half a century has turned Argentina's once-fertile soil to dust and pushed the country into a state of emergency. Cow carcasses litter the prairie fields, and sun-scorched soy plants wither under the South American summer sun.
2) Argentina's "Production is going to go down a minimum of 50 percent, maybe more.” The country's wheat yield for 2009 will be 8.7 million metric tons, down from 16.3 million in 2008. With domestic wheat consumption in 2007 being approximately 6.7 million metric ton, Argentina's wheat exports are set to drop drastically.
3) California is facing its worst drought in recorded history. The drought is predicted to be the most severe in modern times, worse than those in 1977 and 1991.
4) Thousands of acres of row crops already have been fallowed, with more to follow.
5) The statewide snowpack proved to be just 61 percent of average, and the snowpack in the Northern Sierra, home to some of the state's most important reservoirs, was only 49 percent. Sacramento in January saw just 1.5 inches of rain, against the historical average of 4.2 inches.
6) Water agencies throughout the state are scrambling to adopt conservation mandates.
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7) Australia has been experiencing an un relenting drought since 2004. The drought has been so severe that rivers stopped flowing, lakes turned toxic and farmers abandoned their land in frustration.
8) The Murray River stopped flowing at its terminal point, and its mouth has closed up.
9) The water in the lower lakes is evaporating. There are some walls holding back the ocean from these lower lakes. But the water in the lakes is evaporating and is now a meter (3.2 feet) below sea level.
10) If these lakes evaporate any further, the soil and the mud system below the water is going to be exposed to the air. It's going to then acidify and release sulfuric acid. It's also going to release a whole range of heavy metals. So those lower lake systems will essentially become a toxic swamp which will never be able to be recovered. Australian government’s options for these lakes are: toxic swamp, dead sea or pray for rain.
11) For some reason, the debate over climate change is essentially over in Australia.
12) In Africa, half the agricultural soil has lost nutrients necessary to grow plant. The situation is very severe and soil fertility is declining rapidly.
13) A lack of credit for farmers curbed their ability to buy seeds and fertilizers in 2008/2009 and may limit production around the world.
Food prices are going to rise, big time

Dubai:
UAE insisted that its brand-name city would not be drawn in by the downturn. In fact, the UAE established a "no news is good news" policy of sorts. In January, the government announced that fines ranging from $13,600 to $272,500 would be levied against any media outlet for publishing news that damages the "country's reputation or its economy." The UAE's Minister of Economy Sultan bin Saeed al-Mansouri last week admitted that the economy of the world's fifth largest oil exporter is expected to shrink in 2009. "The bubble has finally burst," says one American expat. Some people point to mixed blessings of the financial downturn. Rents, which were at unbearable highs last summer, have now plummeted by at least 25% and property prices are down by as much as 50% since August of last year. Dubai's construction boom, some $8 billion in projects have now either been scrapped or put on hold.
Back to Food:
Prices of wheat, rice and corn rose to records last year, sparking riots from Haiti to Ivory Coast. World food production may drop in the next crop year as falling prices and the recession prompt farmers to lower investment and cut plantings, the United
Feb. 2 (Bloomberg) -- Food prices may rise because a lack of credit for farmers curbed their ability to buy seeds and fertilizers and may limit production, Nestle SA Chairman Peter Brabeck-Letmathe said.
In a letter to U.S. Attorney General Michael Mukasey, Edmondson said by taking over National Beef and Smithfield, JBS will become the largest beef processor in the nation and the new company could have a significant impact on the feedlot segment of the beef industry. The top five processors exercise an 85% market share and this merger will result in the consolidation of three of these processors into one.”
Major Drought Argentina: Argentine farmers face ruin as drought kills cattle, crops
Story Highlights
*** Worst drought in 50 years is hitting Argentina
*** Farmers say they are losing 50 percent or more of crops
*** Cow carcasses litter the landscape while plants wither in the summer sun
Jan 2009
Today 2009

California 
China’s biggest wheat producing provinces are also experiencing their worst drought in half a century.
"The situation is very grim for all farmers," said Sarah Woolf, spokeswoman for the San Joaquin Valley's giant Westlands Water District, which warned customers they may not get any water this year. "There simply will be drastic fallowing and, in all likelihood, significant impacts that result in some businesses not making it through. All these factors mean the statewide economic impacts will increase substantially from current estimates, Howitt said. He expects this drought will be worse than those in 1977 and 1991, the most severe in modern times.
Food Production Chaos Looms in Africa as Soil Quality Worsens
By Jeremy van Loon
Jan. 13 (Bloomberg) -- African farmers and climate change are combining to damage soil at a rate that may plunge the continent, home to about 1 billion people, into chaos as food production declines.
Henan, China's major grain producer, issued a red alert for drought Thursday. The provincial meteorological bureau said the drought is the worst since 1951. The drought have affected about 63 percent of the province's 78.9 million mu (5.26 million hectares) of wheat.
But Henan Province is not the only victim in thirsty northern China.
Anhui Province issued a red drought alert Sunday, forecasting a major drought that will plague more than 60 percent of the crops north of the Huaihe River if no rain is reported by next week.
Shanxi Province was put on orange drought alert on Jan. 21, as nearly one million people and 160,000 heads of livestock are facing water shortage. And I could go on and on.....
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http://www.marquetteturner.com/expose-the-series-some-things-that-christine-watson-would-like-to-expose-about-herself-part-1/ 

By Simon Turner - EXPOSE – Some Things that Christine Watson Would Like to Expose ...
Michael Marquette started the ball rolling with his Expose, so here goes mine – given he is a little younger than me, I’m afraid mine may be a little longer. I was born in South Australian and although born in the Capital City Adelaide, spent most of my childhood and youth in country towns throughout South Australia. The one place I vividly remember is Goolwa, which is an Aboriginal word for “Elbow”. Goolwa is placed on a bend on the River Murray, which in its day, was one of Australia’s grand rivers. Aboriginal heritage in Goolwa is strong and a legal case was heard when the community planned to build a marina and bridge connecting Goolwa to Hindmarsh Island. (There are a string of islands in this amazing archipelago, connected by locks and barrages and Hindmarsh Island is the first island in the chain.) 
The site for the proposed development was on sacred land, land sacred to Aboriginal women for “Secret Women’s Business”.

I was young and had not long started school when we moved to Goolwa. We bought the Goolwa Hotel, with my Grandmother. In those days, hotels (pubs) closed at 6pm and were never open on a Sunday. How things change! I hope I haven’t given away my age. It was a wonderful place to grow up in. The hotel was full of history. We found a bomb in one of the cellars (been there since the Second World War.) The dining room tables and chairs had been saved from a shipwreck at the Mouth of the River Murray, as was the figurehead of the ship, which still overseas people walking into one of the bars. The ship was named the Mozambique. 

The River Murray ends at the Coorong, a little way down the river, before heading out to the Southern Ocean. In early times, many ships came to a tragic end in these treacherous waters. Unfortunately today, the River Murray has all but dried up. My swimming hole as a child is no longer. I was always swimming in the river, swinging off a crane on the wharf, or diving between the pylons of the old timber built pool enclosure. I learned lifesaving skills at Goolwa Pool, earned my first winning dollars when I was dared to swim from Goolwa Wharf to Hindmarsh Island and back and I was typically known as a ‘water rat”. I was also one of only a few girls in town. I had two best friends, one who lived on Mundoo Island, the other in Currency Creek. 

Both places were about an hour away by car. Parents were not big on taking their children everywhere then! So I had to be “one of the boys” with my brother, hence my tomboyish behaviour – I do hope that has changed a little! Going to school was fun, except on Thursdays. My Mum and Dad always had the Headmaster home for dinner on a Thursday evening. I think my Dad would have a few drinks with him in the hotel and naturally their friendship grew. Wish I could say the same!

2nd
FarmOnLine - Lakes shoreline earmarked for cropping
The exposed sandy shorelines of Lakes Alexandrina and Albert will cropped in an effort to stop sand drifting from the parched lakebeds. Six thousand hectares have been earmarked for planting within weeks, increasing to about 15,000ha next year. Managed by Rural Solutions SA, the Department of Environment and Heritage and the South Australian No-Till Farmers Association, the project is one of largest riparian revegetation projects undertaken in Australia. It will begin with the planting of cover crops - such as cereal rye, triticale and puccinella - on areas already affected by soil erosion. 

Rural Solutions SA principal environmental consultant Wayne Brown said the crop would be harvested before it seeds and left to mulch to assist moisture retention along the shoreline. "If we get this seeding program right, it will reduce the need to cover the lakes with water of any kind," he said. "The project won't change the weir or structure plans, it is just addressing the sand movement at this stage."

Ag sector to pull through global financial crisis
AS a part of their overall risk management strategy, farmers need to think about locking-in their fixed-interest rates before it is too late, according to ANZ state agribusiness manager (SA, NT, WA) Steve Radeski. Those who wait for the bottom of the cycle may miss the opportunity of securing better long-term loans. If you keep waiting and waiting and waiting until the bottom of the market, you may miss out," Mr Radeski said. "History shows us that the market rates for longer fixed-term loans start to rise before the market bottoms out."

Mr Radeski offered his financial advice and spoke about market trends during the ANZ forum "Riding the Storm - agriculture and the global financial crisis", at the South East Field Days last month. "Now is the right time for people in the agriculture sector to start assessing what stage their businesses are at," he said. "Think about how you can differentiate yourself or reinvent yourselves and about how you will manage your risks before your business heads down the wrong path." 

Dairy farmers confident despite price drops
Dairy farmers are re-examining their herd size and supplementary feeding rates, as well as restructuring debt, as short-term solutions to the recent drop in milk prices. But most farmers are still confident in their long-term future, according to new Dairy Australia research. The latest National Dairy Farmers Survey found two-thirds of the 1000 dairy farmers surveyed nationally said they felt "fairly to very positive" about the future of the industry. Carried out annually, Dairy Australia Managing Director Mike Ginnivan said this year's survey demonstrated the resilience of Australian dairy producers.

"It is a very tough time for many of our dairy farmers," Dr Ginnivan said. 

"They have been doing all they can to adapt their businesses in response to the current economic and climate conditions they face." The proportion of farmers feeling positive has fallen by 12pc over the past 12 months, reflecting that most farmers have felt the immediate impacts of the global economic crisis through a drop in milk price. 

5

Dr Ginnivan said despite the challenging times, there was an improved outlook for the dairy industry in the medium to long term. "In recent weeks we have seen commodity prices stabilise and we are seeing early indications of demand recovery, particularly for milk powders," he said. "It is expected that as developing markets begin to recover next year and beyond, and dairy becomes more incorporated into developing countries diets, consumption should rise. "Production is forecast to gradually decline in developed countries. "For example, growth in US dairy production is constrained by high feed costs which will affect production and profitability and prolonged drought is affecting production growth in South America."

Dr Ginnivan said the introduction of the European Union (EU) export subsidy scheme has had a dampening affect, despite the subsidy level still being historically low and with little growth in EU production expected.

Jo Bills, Dairy Australia manager for strategy and knowledge, said lower milk prices was the biggest concern for farmers.

"Naturally it is the single biggest current challenge for farmers, and it is impacting on producer plans," Ms Bills said. "Herd size, supplementary feeding rates and restructuring debt are all being considered as short term responses. "One in three producers cite milk price as their biggest future concern, outweighing factors like climate, feed and other input costs which have dominated in recent years. "Climate change and effects of drought or flood are seen by one producer in five as a major future challenge. "The level of confidence in the survey indicates that most dairy producers see this as a short-term issue associated with the current dire economic situation. "We know that economic recovery will lead to increased consumption, thereby increasing prices and global demand for dairy products. "In the mean time though, our farmers are adapting their plans as best they can." 

Water efficiency delivers greater dairy production

A 183-hectare dairy farm at Labertouche in Gippsland has increased production by improving its on-farm water efficiency. 
Water efficiency increases of 22pc per head have been achieved in just over one year – and more water savings are to come - despite a growing herd of cattle. In 2006, farm manager Dale Serong was running 200 dairy cattle. When a new, more water-efficient rotary milking shed was installed, Mr Serong was able to increase the size of his herd to 440 cattle. In doing so, milk production increased and water savings were delivered. Mr Serong, who lives on the farm with his wife and two children says the new milking shed means he knows exactly how much water is being used. 

"Our water use is now regulated and efficient," he said. "Equipment and yard cleaning is also done quickly and efficiently with hoses fitted with high pressure nozzles." Additional improvements that increase production and deliver water savings on the farm include: 

• installing six 28,000-litre tanks to reuse rainwater in the milking and calving sheds;

• installing 36 new drinking troughs for cattle, to reduce water wastage and ensure a continual water supply – thus improving the health of the herd and milk production;

• using recycled water to clean the yards; and

• plans are in place to drill a bore on the property to supply drinking water.

Further production growth is planned this year by increasing the herd size to 550 cattle. "By upgrading and replacing our ageing farm equipment, we now manage our water as efficiently as possible, and are well placed to increase production into the future," Mr Serong said. 

http://www.pitchengine.com/southernenvironmentallawcenter/federal-court-overturns-permit-for-massive-reservoir-in-virginia/7782/
PitchEngine (press release) - Riverton, WY, USA - Federal court overturns permit for massive reservoir in Virginia
Federal judge rejects Corps permit for massive impoundment on Virginia's fragile coastal plain: SELC press release.

Summary
The Southern Environmental Law Center (SELC) scored a key victory this week when a federal judge overturned a Corps of Engineers permit for a massive impoundment in eastern Virginia. The reservoir in King William County would constitute the single largest, authorized destruction of wetlands in the mid-Atlantic region since the Clean Water Act passed 37 years ago. 
The judge agreed with almost all of SELC's claims, and found that the Corps issuance of the permit was "arbitrary and capricious" on several accounts. 
“This is a strong ruling by the court that the environmental costs of the proposed reservoir far outweigh the benefit,” said SELC Senior Attorney Deborah Murray, who represents three environmental plaintiff groups in the years-long legal fight to stop the project. “We’re extremely pleased.” 

News Facts
The proposed King William reservoir would destroy more than 400 acres of wetlands, the single largest, authorized destruction of wetlands in the mid-Atlantic since passage of the Clean Water Act 37 years ago.

The federal judge said the Corps’ finding that the reservoir would not cause significant harm to the environment was “arbitrary and capricious.” The judge also said the agency's finding that the project was the least environmentally damaging alternative, and that the wetland mitigation plan was sufficient was "arbitrary and capricous."
Washington D.C. – 
A federal court has overturned a permit issued by the Corps of Engineers for a massive impoundment in King William County, Virginia that would have resulted in the single largest, authorized loss of wetlands in the mid-Atlantic region in the last 37 years. The U.S. District Court in D.C. ruled late yesterday that the Corps’ finding that the reservoir proposed by Newport News would not cause significant harm to the environment was “arbitrary and capricious.”
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“This is a strong ruling by the court that the environmental costs of the proposed reservoir far outweigh the benefit,” said SELC Senior Attorney Deborah Murray, who represents three environmental plaintiff groups in the years-long legal fight to stop the project. “We’re extremely pleased.” 
Newport News and a consortium of five other Virginia localities have sought for decades to build the King William reservoir, which includes a 1,500-acre impoundment on Cohoke Creek (a tributary of the Pamunkey River) and a pipeline to withdraw water from the Mattaponi River, both tributaries to the Chesapeake Bay. The project would destroy 400 acres of wetlands.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7976754.stm 

BBC News – UK - Eastern Australia hit by floods
Several towns on the east coast of Australia have been declared disaster zones, after flash floods left thousands of people stranded. More than 2,000 people were cut off in towns along the Bellinger river, after 45cm (18in) of rain fell in 24 hours. 

Many residents in the Coffs Harbour area spent the night housebound or trapped in schools and restaurants. 

"What I saw last night was absolutely incredible," mayor Keith Rhoades told ABC radio. "It's just heartbreaking." 

He estimated the cost of repairs in the "tens of millions of dollars". There have been no reports of serious injuries, but more than 100 people needed to be rescued by ambulance crews, including a man trapped on the roof of his car.
Sydney beaches closed 
New South Wales state emergency services director Murray Kear toured the flood-affected region on Wednesday and declared the area a natural disaster zone. He said the floods made such an impact because the water levels rose so quickly that many people were taken by surprise. There was also heavy rainfall in Sydney, with the city experiencing its wettest 24-hour period so far this year. Most major beaches were closed to the general public, amid fears over the dangerous waves, but in those that were open surfers took advantage of the massive swell. 

The worst of the rains have now passed, according to the local weather bureau, but there may be further flooding in some areas. Severe weather has affected many parts of Australia in recent months. There have already been floods in the north, while in the south conditions have been extremely dry, contributing to the severity of the recent bushfires in Victoria which claimed more than 170 lives. 

ABC Online – Australia - Authorities prepare for clean-up in flooded NSW
Emergency service workers on New South Wales's flooded mid-north coast say they will scale back relief operations tonight, ahead of a full scale clean-up effort in the region tomorrow. When the worst of the rainfall hit Coffs Harbour yesterday afternoon, a frenzied relief effort got underway to try and help those stranded by rising floodwaters. Tonight as flood waters across the region recede, volunteer emergency workers say they will get some rest ahead of full scale clean operation tomorrow. SES director-general Murray Kear says although more rain has been forecast, he expects river levels will continue to recede. 

"That won't be enough to see a change in the river trends," he said. About 1,700 people are still isolated in communities on the Bellinger River. Relief efforts tomorrow will focus on getting emergency supplies to isolated communities, as well as cleaning up the disaster zone Premier Nathan Rees has described as "absolutely extraordinary". Coffs Harbour Mayor Keith Rhoades says he is relieved the NSW Government has declared the region a disaster zone. He says it will be some time before the full extent of the damage is known. "We've got to wait until the waters recede and we can have a look assess the damage, cost it out and put in plans to get on and get the work done as quick as possible," he said.

The Bureau of Meteorology says conditions are easing along the coast, with waves not exceeding four metres in the surf zone. The bureau says showers will continue along the Northern Rivers and mid-north coast overnight and on Thursday. 

Flood Warnings are still current for the Orara, Bellinger, Nambucca, Macleay, Hastings, Manning, Gloucester, Williams and Paterson Rivers. A Flood Watch remains current for all NSW coastal rivers from the Queensland border to the Manning Valley and Taree area. 

Further north, residents at Tweed Heads and Byron Bay have been advised to prepare for flash flooding, as storms move towards the Queensland border. The Weather Bureau says heavy rainfall is expected across the region as the low pressure system that caused major flooding at Coffs Harbour and Belligen moves up the coast. People needing emergency assistance in floods and storms are urged to call the SES on 132 500.
Times Online – UK - Rain brings flood chaos to Sydney and Australia
Parts of eastern Australia have been declared a natural disaster zone after a “once in a century” flood stranded thousands of people in regional towns, and heavy rain also forced the closure of Sydney’s most popular beaches. More than 2,000 people were cut off in towns along the mid-north coast of New South Wales after over 450mm (18in) of rain fell in the past 24 hours, flooding towns along the Bellinger River in the Coffs Harbour area. The main highway through Coffs Harbour — a big NSW city about 350 miles north of Sydney – was turned into a river and hundreds of homes and businesses were submerged. 

Hundreds of people were evacuated as the nearby rivers became swollen to near record levels, turning the racecourse into a lake. 

Students at one school were forced to bunk down in classrooms when they realised they could not make it home, while other people sought refuge in restaurants as the flooding cut off most of the main roads in the area. More than 800 residents spent last night in evacuation centres before they were relocated this morning. Hundreds of emergency services volunteers, police and fire fighters continue to work in the area where 100 people had to be rescued overnight. In the town of Bellingen, still cut off from main roads, 1,600 people remain isolated without power or water. 
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Steve Whan, NSW Emergency Services Minister, and Murray Kear, and Emergency Services director-general, toured the flood-ravaged region early today and declared the area a natural disaster zone, enabling residents access to emergency funding. Mr Kear said that yesterday's floods — the second to hit the area in the past six weeks — made such an impact because the water levels rose so quickly and people were caught by surprise. In some parts the water reportedly reached knee-level within minutes. He described it as a “one in a hundred year event”, but said that despite the severity of the flooding there were no serious injuries because it is a high-flood risk area and “the communities there are well prepared for these situations”. 

"This type of flood will only get to that level once in a 100 years,” Mr Kear told The Times. “In saying that, the previous one was just over a decade ago.” Major flooding in the Coffs Harbour region in 1996 caused $140 million damage and killed one woman. The damage bill for Tuesday’s floods is expected to cost tens of millions of dollars. Sydney also received heavy rainfall, with the city experiencing its wettest 24 hour period so far this year. All major beaches from Sydney to the Queensland border — except the popular tourist destination of Bondi — were closed to the general public amid fears over the dangerous waves which battered the eastern coastline. 

Surfers took advantage of the massive swell, which reached up to 5m along some beaches. One group took the opportunity to ride a rare wave which had come into Sydney harbour. About 20 surfers flocked to Nielsen’s Point near Watson’s Bay inside the heads on the southern side of Sydney harbour, to ride the freak wave which occurs in the harbour about once a year. 

Surfer Eugene Tan, who runs the Aquabumps website, said that while the three-foot harbour swell was by any means the perfect wave, it was the chance to surf in the harbour while looking at the picturesque Sydney city skyline (and dodging ferries). “It’s not exactly the biggest or the best, but it’s so unique and happens so rarely it’s really quite special and we just do it for the fun of it,” he said. More rain is forecast for the next 48 hours and the Bureau of Meteorology has issued severe weather and flash flooding warning for parts of the Sydney area. 

http://televisionrant.blogspot.com/2009/04/bumper-harvest-wednesday-1-april-2009.html 

By HE Pennypacker - Television Rant: Bumper Harvest - Wednesday 1 April 2009
Another instalment in what is becoming a topsy turvey week – this time it was Nine’s turn to shine. With their second reality series bowing out in as many weeks Farmer Wants a Wife finally got one over Seven’s Talent show and dominated the night, Even the Mentalist did well, maintaining his aud from the previous week despite screening an hour later. Everything else on Nine’s rivals took a hit with House and Life both down as well as Seven’s entire lineup finding itself in the red.
The only question left to ask is how fast can Nine come up with a new crop of country bachelors? Ten’s Guerrilla Gardeners continues to limp along, Ten proved this week that they can pull of a good Monday night share, and their Sundays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays are in order. Saturdays continue to be an issue north of the Mexican border (err Murray River) and Fridays are passable I suppose but it seems to me that this Gardening show is the only thing standing between Ten and a decent slice of the Wednesday night pie.
Who knows? Perhaps with no farmers to compete against next week may see these trowel wielding activists jump up in the ratings, certainly perseverance is paying off for ten’s other light factual skeins but if Easter rolls by with no improvement, then I’d suggest a quick trip to the compost heap for this show.

3rd
FarmOnLine – Murray Goulburn to enter retail milk market
Australia's largest milk processor, Murray Goulburn Co-operative, appears set to enter the competitive retail milk market by licensing key brands from National Foods. The Australian Financial Review reports that Murray Goulburn is in discussions to license the white and flavoured milk brands National Foods offered to relinquish to gain regulatory approval for the $910 million acquisition of Dairy Farmers last year. Murray Goulburn confirmed yesterday it had expressed interest in the assets, but no agreement had been reached. Any deal will need approval from the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission. If the talks are successful, Murray Goulburn, which makes Devondale butter and cheese and supplies private-label dairy foods to Woolworths, Coles and Metcash, will gain a significant foothold in the NSW and South Australian fresh and flavoured milk markets. 

Greenies dismiss MLA carbon campaign
Green groups have put a dampener on Meat and Livestock Australia's campaign to raise public consciousness about the role of agriculture in the carbon cycle, arguing the dangers of methane from livestock far outweigh their benefits. Healthy Country campaigner with the Australian Conservation Foundation Corey Watts agreed the "go veg and save the planet" message was very powerful and potentially very dangerous for an industry that did not always deserve such bad publicity. "There are plenty of good land stewards out there but sadly plenty of bad ones as well," Mr Watts said. "Yes, farming is a crucial part of the carbon cycle but the methane emissions from agriculture are much more potent than carbon dioxide and on a global scale this easily outweighs the positives of pasture."

Mr Watts added an independent, honest appraisal was required to measure the Australian industry's carbon footprint in a farming perspective, but warned MLA to base the value of its campaign on real environmental merit. "Agriculture has not been given enough prominence in this debate so far and industry leaders have been very slow to come to the debate and admit there is a big problem," he said. MLA chairman Don Heatley does not deny that sheep and cattle emit carbon, but he said targeting ruminants was unfair as it did not see the animals in the context of an overall farm, the trees, perennial pastures, the fenced off creeks and the improved genetics.

8

"Farmers are environmentalists in the truest sense of the word and through programs like Landcare have delivered huge environmental improvements that they generally don't get acknowledgement for," Mr Heatley said. Not helping MLA's cause is the lack of scientific knowledge surrounding carbon sequestration in farming systems. "Sadly all some celebrities, scientists, academics and journalists see is the carbon emissions from livestock and it has become a snowball," Mr Heatley said. "We need to really provide them with the right information and open their eyes to all of the other positive environmental work being carried out on farms." Farmer case studies will form a key plank in the MLA program to help battle the greenwash against farmers. 

US to go further than Rudd over emissions
Proposed US climate change laws aim for much deeper cuts in greenhouse emissions than promised by the Rudd Government, reigniting calls for Australia to adopt tougher targets. Draft legislation released by the powerful US House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Committee, proposes a cap-and-trade scheme leading to cuts equivalent to 30 per cent below 2005 levels by 2020. The Australian Government proposes cuts of between 5 and 15 per cent below 2000 levels, depending on the level of international co-operation to tackle climate change. While the proposed schemes differ in key ways, emissions trading experts said the US plan translated to a cut of up to 31 per cent below 2000 levels.

Andrew Macintosh, associate director of the Australian National University's Centre for Climate Law and Policy, said the US proposal was much more ambitious. He said it would not be enough to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide to 450 parts per million — the maximum level recommended by climate scientists — but was "about as much as you could expect the US to go for". "It is certainly well beyond what the Rudd Government is talking about," he said. "It is the sort of thing developed countries have to be talking about if they want to have a decent chance to avoid dangerous climate change." Climate Institute chief executive John Connor said the US bill was more likely to give momentum to negotiations towards a new global climate agreement, due to be signed in Denmark in December.

"This is a smarter, stronger and more helpful package than the (Australian) Government currently has," he said. The US proposal, put forward by Democrat Congressman Henry Waxman, would cut emissions to 20 per cent below 2005 levels by 2020 and 83 per cent by mid-century. But unlike the Australian proposal, its headline target does not include credits for preventing logging in poor countries. This is listed separately — as a 10 per cent cut below its 2005 emissions. Also unlike Australia, the US would pay for these deforestation credits, with some of the revenue reaped from auctioning carbon permits to its polluting industries.

The Rudd Government has promised to return all revenue to households and business. The US bill gives the US President the power to impose carbon tariffs on goods imported from countries that do not take steps to tackle climate change. The draft clean energy and security bill is broadly consistent with US President Barack Obama's emissions targets. Climate scientists warn that rich countries must cut emissions by 25-40 per cent below 1990 levels by 2020 to avert the worst impacts of climate change.

Few countries have made commitments within this range. Climate Change Minister Penny Wong, who is travelling in Washington, said: "The debate has a long way to go, but we welcome the release of this draft as a sign that Congress is treating it seriously and urgently." New parliamentary secretary for climate change Greg Combet said he was unable to offer additional compensation to industry. He said he would work to best distribute existing compensation measures. 

Mid Murray River Still On Red Alert

Chairman of the Murray Regional Algal Coordinating Committee (MRACC) Richard Scott today confirmed the continuation of the red alert warning for blue green algae in the mid Murray River. “The results from sampling over the past week continue to confirm the presence of high numbers potentially toxic blue green algae in the stretch of river from Hume Dam to Torrumbarry Weir," he said. Sampling in this stretch of the Murray River was increased following the issuing of the red alert warning by the Murray RACC last Wednesday. “We want to get as much information to the public as possible prior the school holiday period. 

“Unfortunately there is little sign of the blooms dispersing and the warm, still weather conditions forecast continue,” Mr Scott said. “We have also increased sampling downstream between Torrumbarry Weir and Tooleybuc because of the likelihood of the bloom impacting on that part of the river,’ he said. The Murray RACC issued the red alert warning last week when routine monitoring by both NSW and Victorian authorities detected very high numbers of blue green algae in a 400 km stretch of the Murray River from Albury to Torrumbarry Weir. Mr Scott said that this bloom occurred due the extremely low inflows into the Murray River system as a result of the ongoing drought. 

The species of blue-green algae identified are potentially toxic and may cause gastroenteritis in humans if consumed and skin and eye irritations after contact. Boiling the water does not inactivate algal toxins. People are advised not to enter the water, and are further advised not to drink untreated water or bathe in water drawn from the river whilst this red alert warning is in place. Livestock owners are reminded to continue to check stock water supplies for blue-green algae and to remove stock from foreshores where surface scum is visible or blue-green algae are suspected. People should not eat mussels or crayfish from red alert warning areas. Any fish caught should be cleaned and washed thoroughly in uncontaminated water and any internal organs disposed of before consumption.
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News - Premier & Ministers of South Australia
Watering hours to change with end of daylight saving

Minister for Water Security Karlene Maywald says watering times under the current enhanced Level 3 restrictions will change on Sunday, April 5, with the end of daylight saving.
The current restrictions and the new watering times are:
· Dripper systems and hand-held hoses fitted with a trigger nozzle can be used for a maximum of three hours at the following times:
Even numbered houses: Tuesday and Saturday, 7am to 10am or 4pm to 7pm.
Odd numbered houses: Wednesday and Sunday, 7am to 10am or 4pm to 7pm.
· Watering cans and buckets can be used on any day/time (no change). Sprinklers and other watering systems remain banned.
Under the change to watering hours, elderly and disabled permit holders will continue to be able to use a hand-held hose (fitted with a trigger nozzle) between 6am and 10am and 4pm to midnight on any day.
“The new times reflect the change in daylight hours as the cooler months approach,” she said. “Inflows into the Mt Lofty Ranges and Murray-Darling Basin reservoirs continue to track at extreme drought levels, and recent information from the Bureau of Meteorology indicates we could see drier than normal conditions throughout the State over the next three months. This means we need to continue our vigilant water savings.
“The level of water restrictions will continue to be reviewed on a monthly basis. South Australians are doing a fantastic job in reducing water use. “For the year to date, Adelaide has used about 45,000 megalitres of water. This is a 29% saving when compared to the extreme drought year of 2002, when for the same period we used 63,911 ML. “Not only this, but the South Australian community has demonstrated its willingness to save water around their homes by taking up $14 million in rebates for water efficient products.
“This is a fantastic effort and I would like to thank all South Australians on their water saving efforts.” Eyre Peninsula has been subject to specific water restrictions since December 2002 and these remain. All other areas served by SA Water are covered by Permanent Water Conservation Measures – for example, the South East and Kangaroo Island.

Media Release - 'Fair Water Use Australia

"When the well's dry, we know the worth of water" this quote is one of many credited to noted 18th century polymath Benjamin Franklin. 

However it is also the tag line of a US-based, investment advisory group, Summit Global Management. Should this be of the slightest interest to Australians? - Most definitely: This organisation has just purchased over 20 million dollars worth of high-security water from the Murray-Darling Basin. Fair Water Use has  been  informed  by a reliable source that Summit plans to  further increase it's stake in the nation's water over coming months.
Rest assured that a horde of similar investment groups are licking their lips in anticipation of the vast sums to be reaped from the pockets of everyday Australians as a direct result of the de-facto water privatisation policies espoused by Australian governments, Federal and State.  Policies which have not been mandated by any Australian electorate and which will attract an ever-increasing cadre of corporate raiders to invest in (read "control") Australia's dwindling water supplies. 
Summit Global is on record as stating: "As the most essential life-sustaining substance and the most critical input to economies around the globe, water is the only commodity that has absolutely no substitute at any price. This fundamental fact creates an intractable demand for water and has historically made global hydro commerce a stable, non-cyclical, low-risk investment".
As Maude Barlow, senior advisor on water to the President of the United Nations General Assembly, warned this week at the 2009 Australian Water Summit: "Let's not mince words: this is the privatization of the Murray-Darling river where private owners and brokers, who oversee annual transactions of $1.68 billion, have more say over these depleted water supplies than governments."
Wake-up Australia: or wet dreams will be the only liquid asset you still control.
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